
37% of 11 year olds in England from
disadvantaged backgrounds leave
primary school unable to read to
the expected standard, compared
to 19% from non-disadvantaged
backgrounds (DfE, 2025)

43% of English adults
can’t read well enough
to understand basic
health information
(NHS)

1 in 6 children from
disadvantaged
backgrounds don't own
a single book (National
Literacy Trust, 2025)

37% 43% 1 IN 6

Insufficient early literacy support generates
economic costs to society of £830m over the
lifetimes of each year group of under-fives - or
£7,700 per child (Pro Bono Economics, 2024)

£830 M 

THE GAPREADING

32% of schools have
reduced teaching staff,
impacting the quality of
education provided to
pupils (Sutton Trust, 2024)

32%

1 in 3 children in every
class can’t keep up with
lessons because of
reading ability (GL
Assessment &
Renaissance Learning,
2024)

1 IN 3
Only 1 in 3 children
aged 8-18 enjoy
reading - the lowest in
20 years (National
Literacy Trust, 2025)

1 IN 3
84% of teachers have felt
at a loss at times about
how to help a struggling
reader (GL Assessment &
Renaissance Learning,
2024)

84%

4.5 million children were
living in poverty in the UK in
2023-24 (End Child Poverty)

4.5 M
CHILDREN

Learning to read is not just about succeeding in school, it’s
about succeeding in life. Take a moment to imagine what your
own life would be like if you couldn’t read food labels, road
signs, the text messages on your phone. Scary, isn't it?

We develop fundamental reading skills and inspire a love for
reading from an early age - helping children build both the will
and the skill to read, and the confidence to keep going. We know
that giving children the right support, at the right time, can
transform their futures – no matter their circumstances today.

We focus our support on primary school children in the UK who
face disadvantage, who struggle with reading and have low
levels of reading confidence and enjoyment.
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